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In 2021, ultra-endurance athlete 
Ben Smith will take on an extraordinary 
new challenge. 

His new feat of endurance will take him 
to the USA where he will run and cycle 
14,000 miles across 50 states in 75 days.

His mission, to raise £500,000 for The 
401 Foundation which exists to help local 
communities empower individuals to build 
confidence, self-esteem and positively 
contribute toward people's mental 
wellbeing.

14,000 miles across 50 US states in 75 days
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The Past, Present and Future

In 2015-16, Ben 
self-funded a challenge 
that saw him run 401 
marathons in 401 days 
raising over £330,000 
for two anti bullying 
charities; Stonewall 
and Kidscape.
He was quickly awarded the nicknames 
of ‘Forrest Gump’ and the ‘Pied Piper 
of running’ due to the thousands 
of people that joined him as he passed 
through their schools, villages, towns 
and cities.

His adventure inspired hundreds of 
thousands around the globe to not 
only make a difference in their own 
lives, but in the lives of others.

Kidscape used the funds raised to 
help children to grow up in a world 
free from bullying and harm, ensuring 

they can reach their full potential.  
Stonewall used the funds to support 
their campaigns for the equality of 
lesbian, gay, bi and trans people across 
Britain.

The 401 Challenge won the 2016 
Sports Personality of the Year Helen 
Rollason Award along with both 

the 2016 Regional and National Pride 
of Britain Fundraiser of the Year 
Award.

The story couldn't end there; too 
much had changed in both his life 
and the lives of those affected by the 
challenge and in 2017 Ben set up 
The 401 Foundation.

“Ben Smith inspired the world 
with his phenomenal feat”

The Independent

https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXPs3O7wXGI&t=20s


The 401 Foundation offers easy 
accessible grants of between £100 
and £3,000 with the sole purpose 
of helping local communities and 
individuals build confidence, self 
esteem and positively contribute to 
people's mental wellbeing.
Having grown over the past few years, the charity started 
handing out grants in early 2020 and is working toward their 
goal of supporting 750 local community projects every year 
by 2024.

The USA Challenge has been developed by Ben and his 
team at The 401 Challenge. One of its main aims is to raise 
£500,000 to support The 401 Foundation. The £500,000 
raised from The USA Challenge will not only help to support 
local community projects, but also build a sustainable 
future for The 401 Foundation. The 401 Foundation will 
split the money as follows:

H	 50% will go to regional grant pots, ensuring all   
 donations are put back into the region they come from 
 which is another unique aspect of the charity meaning  
 you are supporting projects in your community.

H	 50% will go to support the operational running of the  
 charity and development of key initiatives such as:

 – A 200-strong ambassador team covering all  
  16 foundation regions in the UK to work with local  
  projects, build awareness of The 401 Foundation and  
  manage fundraising and events – many of these roles  
  will be voluntary.

       – A brand new impact platform linking donors with the 
  projects they support. This will allow all 401  
  Foundation donors to be able to see exactly where  
  their money goes, how it supports mental wellbeing  
  in their community and what else can be done  
  to bring additional awareness to projects in their  
  local area. Local community projects don't always  
  need money – they need and value connections, time  
  and community support.

       – Create an online database of mental health support  
  projects so that people can get the help they need, in  
  the way that feels best for them.

In order to achieve these goals, The 401 Challenge needs 
£150,000 to fund the cost of The USA Challenge.    

This money will cover the following items for Ben and  
his support crew:

         •  Accommodation 
  •  Flights 
  •  Vehicles and Fuel 
  •  Food 
  •  Insurance

The Past, Present and Future

https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk


The Wellbeing ProgrammePartnership Packages

By becoming a USA Challenge 
partner, you will be helping 
to make this ambitious feat a 
reality. 

You will highlight your commitment to the mental 
health and wellbeing of your staff and their 
communities, enable £500,000 to be raised for The 
401 Foundation and ensure 1,000,000 people will 
be positively affected through our 401 Wellbeing 
Program in schools across the country.

This partnership isn't just a marketing 
exercise, although there are significant branding 
opportunities. This is an opportunity to improve and 
protect the mental and physical health of your staff 
through an immersive Virtual Corporate Mission 
which includes plenty of interactive rewards and 
weekly online wellbeing sessions. This is available 
across all packages.

Whether you set your sights on being a Headline 
Partner or maybe one of our Stage or Wellbeing 
Partners, you can find details of all our packages in 
the next few pages.

Don't see a package that fits your business and 
budget? Get in touch - we would be more than 
happy to discuss a bespoke partnership with you.

Become a Headline partner

£50,000+VAT*

H			H			H			H			H

Become a Stage partner

£25,000+VAT

H			H			H			H			H

Become a Wellbeing partner

£10,000+VAT
*additional £20,000 for naming rights

https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk


The Wellbeing Programme Partnership Packages

Headline Partner Package
£50,000 (add naming rights for an additional £20,000) + VAT

To talk about becoming one of our Headline Partners, email us at 
development@the401challenge.co.uk and one of our team will be in touch.

The Virtual USA 
Corporate Mission
Entry to your own Virtual USA Corporate Mission for 
up to 250 staff. Further details on the Virtual USA 
Corporate Mission can be found at the back of this 
brochure.

Wellbeing Resources
Access to our free online weekly yoga and meditation 
classes for all your employees. We have both adult and 
young person focused classes so your staff can extend 
this benefit to their families and friends. 

Time with Ben
H	 Two motivational talks from Ben himself, one   
 prior to the challenge and one after –  these can be  
 virtual or delivered as live events.
H	 Daily video diary updates from Ben and his team  
 whilst out in the USA between 1st July 2021 and 
 12th October 2021.
H	 Personalised company messages

Naming rights
This is available at an additional fee of £20,000 and 
if added, will ensure your business name appears as 
part of the challenge name and therefore in front 
of everyone that sees or hears about the challenge. 
This will be the official name for the duration of the 
partnership.

Branding Benefits
Social Media
H	 Full social media campaign to maximise partnership  
 inc strategy, content plan, hashtags, social posts, 
 blogs etc 
H	 Inclusion in social media posts leading up to and  
 throughout the challenge
H	 Featured posts

Website
H	 Logo on homepage of the USA Challenge website in  
 prominent position
H	 Static logo and link back to company website on  
 every page of The USA Challenge website
H	 Specific partnership feature page

Emails
H	 Logo visibility on every email communication to all  
 stakeholders

Vehicles
H	 Prominent logo placement on sides, back and   
 bonnet of all challenge vehicles travelling full route

PR and Media
H	 Mentions in all proactive written content pieces
H	 Inclusion in all press releases to media

Clothing
H	 Primary position of logo on all support team kit

Marketing
H	 Logo on all offline and online assets relating to the  
 challenge

mailto:development@the401challenge.co.uk
https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk


Stage Partner Package
£25,000 + VAT

The Virtual USA 
Corporate Mission
Entry to your own Virtual USA Corporate Mission for 
up to 100 staff. Further details on the Virtual USA 
Corporate Mission can be found at the back of this 
brochure.

Wellbeing Resources
Access to our free online weekly yoga and meditation 
classes for all your staff. We have both adult and young 
person focused classes so your employees can extend 
this benefit to their families and friends. 

Time with Ben
Daily video diary updates from Ben and his team  
whilst out in the USA between 1st July 2021 and 
12th October 2021.

6 Check out our official USA route below and see 
which stage you would like to partner on.

Branding Benefits
Social Media
H	 Inclusion in social media posts during your stage
Website 
H	 Logo on homepage of the USA Challenge website in  
 a featured section throughout the challenge
Emails 
H	 Logo visibility on every email communication to all  
 stakeholders inc Challenge participants
Vehicles 
H	 Secondary logo placement on sides, back and   
 bonnet of all challenge vehicles travelling the full  
 route throughout the challenge
PR and Media 
H	 Mentions in all proactive written content pieces  
 during your stage
H	 Inclusion in press releases to media during stage only
Clothing 
H	 Secondary position of logo on all support team kit 
 throughout the challenge

To talk about becoming one of our Stage Partners, email us at 
development@the401challenge.co.uk and one of our team will be in touch.

Partnership Packages
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Partnership Packages

Wellbeing Partner Package
£10,000 + VAT

To talk about becoming our Wellbeing Partner, email us at 
development@the401challenge.co.uk and one of our team will be in touch.

The Virtual USA 
Corporate Mission
Entry to your own Virtual USA Corporate Mission for 
up to 100 staff. Further details on the Virtual USA 
Corporate Mission can be found at the back of this 
brochure.

Wellbeing Resources
Access to our free online weekly yoga and meditation 
classes for all your employees. We have both adult and 
young person focused classes so your employees can 
extend this benefit to their families and friends. 

Time with Ben
Daily video diary updates from Ben and his team 
whilst out in the USA between 1st July 2021 and 12th 
October 2021.

mailto:development@the401challenge.co.uk
https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk


Your Virtual USA Corporate Mission

Using the award-winning 
online and app based 
platform from 
MyVirtualMission, your staff 
will take on the mission to 
complete the official USA 
Challenge route; either on 
their own or as part of a 
team of up to five, before 
12th October 2021.

With over 100 different activities to choose, 
from running, walking, gardening, washing the 
car or even baking. Every step your staff take 
brings them closer to achieving their mission.

All our activities can be adapted for all 
abilities, after all - staying active is important 
for everyone.

 

All staff members that are 
part of your Virtual USA 
Corporate Mission will 
receive:

H	 Entry to Virtual 
 Corporate 
 Mission

H	 Virtual Mission 
 T-Shirt

H	 Up to 5 Stage 
 Medals

H	 A tin of TrueStart 
 Coffee, plus a selection 
 of other goodies

H	 Entry to prize draws

5Google Street View
You and your staff can track 
their progress using our 
interactive online route map. 
The official route is split into 
5 stages, each stage covering 
10 US states giving everyone 
involved the chance to explore 
the USA with our amazing 
Google Street view feature.

Leaderboard
Fancy a bit of competition? 
Then use our interactive 
leaderboard function to see 
where you sit individually 
or as a team within your 
organisation..

Staff Features

https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk


Wellbeing Features

Aimed at adults:

H	 2 x 30 minute Yoga

H	 2 x 30 minute Meditation

We also have included the chance for your staff members 
to use these classes with their families at home. In line 
with our challenge objectives we will also provide your 

staff the chance to access:

Aimed at young people under 16:

H	 2 x 20 minute Yoga

H	 2 x 20 minute Meditation

Over the course of the year we will be adding FREE 
Calisthenic and Stretching classes to our Weekly Online 
offering, these will again be both adult and young person 
focused.

In addition to the Virtual 
USA Corporate Mission, 
every member of staff in 
your company will be given 
access to FREE Online Yoga 
and Meditation classes 
every week led by our 
friends from The Wild Box 
in Bristol.
These online sessions will give your 
staff members and their families the 
chance to take a step back, refocus, 
reinvigorate and be in a better position 
to move forward positively. Brand new 
classes every week!

Your Weekly Online 
Sessions include:

https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk


Get involved and #FindYourHappy 

Contact us
development@the401challenge.co.uk

01275 390556

The 401 Challenge Ltd
Pure Offices, Kestrel Court, Harbour Road, Portishead, Bristol, BS20 7AN

Company Number: 10748477
VAT Number: 279 7864 24

mailto:development@the401challenge.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/the401challenge
https://www.twitter.com/the401challenge
https://www.instagram.com/the401challenge
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ben-smith-18a371b8/
https://www.theusachallenge.co.uk



